BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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The Office Programme B{E HhAE

Helen: Hello. This is Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English. I’'m Helen.

Feifei: T2 mIEIE, K. XMEAWriEE 5% Ask About Britain, I-AI17EX AN H
LTI ST SO S A IR A5 )

Helen: Our question today is very culturally specific.
Feifei: What do you mean?
Helen: Well, Wangquan from Wuhan watched a British TV drama called The

Office and he would like to know how popular this TV drama was in the
UK and what people thought of it.

Feifei: ~ Wang Quan [F]%% e [H [ — 4 1 The Office HLAREIREDGER, flAR T fiF—
T R AR IS AR () VT AN R SZ

Helen: Before we answer Quan’s question, we need to let everyone know a little
bit more about this TV drama.

Insert
The Office was a very popular TV drama. lit was made particularly famous by an
actor called Ricky Gervais who plays the main part, and it reflected life in an office

environment which many people could relate to.

Feifei: FeATRIA W B 2 Amy, BhfRBEAE T — FIXEBEEALE 244 . The Office HiZ7r
ANE, MEFETEREESE R A =R RS,

Helen: The main character in it, David Brent, is the office manager and he is
played by an actor called Ricky Gervais.

Feifei: 2704 % 34T David Brent, iX/Mf (52 (15 8l 5 Ricky Gervais #1511
Helen: It's a comedy and it’s in the form of a mock documentary.
Feifei: X2 a comedy, kA4l a mock documentary.

Helen: It’'s an incredibly popular TV show because an office environment is
something that many people can relate to.

Feifei:  Relate to G, 1XHFA R 1 H SZEGE LER 2 W00 A 2L ng, By DLOBCOE 545 71
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Helen: So what do people think of this TV show? We asked a few people for their
opinions.

Insert
I love it. It's one of my favourite shows.
I think it’s very funny.
I think it’s a great programme. Obviously, it's all taken to the extreme but
certainly you can see some aspects of some people you meet in life in each

character.

I love The Office, | think it’s great, it was really popular, wasn’t it? It was
incredibly popular and spun off to many different versions internationally.

Feifei: i RIE [ AR 022 33K S AR R AR 2 XK
Helen: It's very funny and a lot of people love it.
Feifei: A5 it's all taken to the extreme, XA)ilH & L AR B —2817

B HLB AL taken to the extreme.

Helen: The Office has also had many different international versions.
Feifei: TS R S 5 BSAR 22 AN [ [ B A A tHE 57 4%

Helen: Let’s hear more.

Insert

It strikes a cord in everybody. Everyone can see some points of each personality in
some of the characters in there.

Feifei: WIAFAT 0T 212 Tony, A3t 702 =X ¥ strikes a cord in everybody.
% —ANE strike a cord, ik AR BERE A,

Helen: We can see the characters in real life around us.
Feifei: SN, W B TR A (o FE FRATT & 10 A3 Pt RERE 21
Insert

I think it hits on a lot of things that are true about UK offices, not that my office is
anything like that. But you can definitely see traits of the characters in virtually
every office.

Helen: Nicola feels that it hits on a lot of things that are true about UK
offices. The word ‘hit’ here means being accurate about something.

Feifei: TN B IXEBRAAIL TR 28 E A S R AL FHE . A Nicola Tkt A2
) AR BRI R R A 25 4B
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Helen:

Feifei:

Helen:

Insert

But you can see the traits of the characters in virtually every office.

Traits WEFFAE, FFaio KEREMAA AT A O RERSZ 2RI b A (O 4R AL,
JUPAERE AU A E P K TAR 5 #RERE R -

Ben and Simon love The Office and to them, the central character
David Brent is one big attraction.

In Britain we have a culture of laughing at and with the underdog. The David Brent
character is your typical underdog. He strikes a cord with me. | think we do mock
him, but we also feel a lot of sympathy with that character. But he brings it on
himself, and you’re there watching going, don’t! Just stop! Just shut the door! Just
be quiet please! It's like watching your dad dancing at a wedding!

Feifei:

Helen:

Feifei:

Helen:

Feifei:

Helen:

Feifei:

Helen:

Feifei:

Helen:

Feifei:

Helen:

Ben Ui g A5G 594 H WAL S5 ¥ (K14 4t.  Underdog it i 145 %5 —
Ji, IMAE RN S David Brent it — A4 ff) underdog.

The audience mocks him, but also feels a lot of sympathy for him.

Mock W%, W, Sympathy [FI1E, B. WA B+ =M David A:4E R
FEA L B AR

Simon adds that David brings it on himself, this means David caused
a lot of embarrassing moments himself.

David 2RI FEFE £ i BUE S 2 NS5, AR AT
A

And Simon compared the feeling of watching The Office like watching
your dad dancing at a wedding!

Is it really that bad? & David Brent i [ O 2 & 7EUSAL L Bt —
B, BAZE!

Now that’s embarrassing.

BT, A3 HEEE The Office /M4 MR A TMEL R 7. FIEEHEH
R R B 0 A % M 3 (0 S5 R A T B

That’s right, it has a very dry sense of humour and not everyone will
be able to get it.

K, SRR BEE NI TT 50, I AX AR RS —F 7. mEl
XHL, BTN H A

Bye bye.
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Glossary
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