BBC Learning English —On the Town

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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On the Town: New Year’s Day Parade London #3R G B XIFT

Yang Li: Happy New Year and welcome to On the Town from BBC Learning English.
I'm Lily. Have you ever heard about the New Year’s Day Parade in London?
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Well, 1 am joining big crowds of people in Parliament Square where the
three-hour parade has just started.
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So what is unique about the New Year’s Day Parade in London? Dan Kirby
is the Communications Director of the New Year’s Day programme.

Insert

Well, it’'s a most eclectic collection, most quintessentially British items you will ever see in
one event.

Yang Li: b, ABBORIAT 35S NKIFIRA NG, REZELE, W LR EEEE,
Eclectic " f#[#); quintessential #t &AL, 5EEM.

This year the parade celebrates its 21st anniversary of bringing
extraordinary entertainment to thousands of people every year.

ANk, JTCHKIFHATIX S 2 WA ERE?  So Dan, how did the tradition of
the London parade begin?

Insert

21 years ago London was a very boring, quiet place on New Year’s Day. The man who
dreamed up the idea, Bob Bone and his wife, were in London with their children who had
nothing to do. The shops were shut, museums were closed, the cinemas were shut and
theatres were closed so they decided to do something about it. And the next year they
had a small event and a few hundred people took part and a few hundred people
watched it. 21 years on there are 10,000 performers from all over the world and we have
probably 550,000 people on the street of London today. It's absolutely huge. This event
is being shown live on television by 500 stations all over the world.
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[FEi—F, BotHHATIRSE 1987 EIFUAM. K AL Bob Bone. He
dreamed up the idea of a parade. Dream up ZiEfE, Bl AR Sk & E.
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! 10,000 performers and 550,000 spectators on the streets!

Here are some of the spectators’ comments. ibF3ATTRUFUT A BB IE

I think today’s parade is absolutely fantastic. We are really enjoying it.
Which part do you like best?

I like the marching bands. You get the atmosphere when everybody is
cheering and waving. It’'s been lovely.

I enjoy seeing people being happy. The crowds and clowns and the parade
is excellent this year.

These people talked about the bands ‘kFA the crowds A and the clowns
NH.,

FAh, TEE ANEREERIESINRE, &% MH% fantastic, terrific, great and
excellent XETERFEF KRN, FrAkEE, mIE, BHEGHWEE.

W X IR 20 2N [ K KR BAETER B12%, but all performers from other
countries have to travel a long distance and have to pay their own way to
come to London, so why don't they celebrate the New Year in their own
country instead? Here’s the answer from Dan:

The fame of the parade has spread to many continents. So they heard about the parade
and they wanted to be here. There is no better place than London to celebrate the New

Year.

Yang Li:

FORUAT AL VU, V2 X9 EEOGB I N AZUER T . Rt T — N AT K
f)# there is no better place than London to celebrate the New Year. It's
another way of saying London is the best place to celebrate the New Year.

Is London the best place to celebrate the New Year? Well I'll leave you with
some foreign visitors’ comments.

A7 K B A5 Greece, 522 Finland, #u/li4E\E Latvia, fifE[E Germany.

Good luck with the listening FEWH], BAZHFERmI! BT X H B
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