BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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British Values #E A K#{EWR

Helen: Hello. This is Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English. I'm Helen.

Feifei: KEM, FTALIETE. Yalr 9 H 12 Ask About Britain, &AIIEXANH P %S
I RIS ] SOk SR PR 25Tl 1) 78

Helen: Viola sent us a thoughtful question about British people’s values in life.

Feifei: Life value NAW. Viola [A]% ) 9¢ A NAEA 14 FTL? What's the
attitude of British people towards life value?

Helen: I think this is not an easy question to answer. We all have different
ideas about what’s important to us in life.

Feifei: W, KE M REEAT AR, — D NIEEART BRI %

Helen: So, we’ll ask a few people what they think about British people’s attitude
towards life. First let’s hear from Amy.

Insert
So | would say that British people are governed a lot more than other cultures, in

terms of what is right and quite traditional values. We’re quite proud as a culture,
and | think we get embarrassed very easily by things, we’re not very brash.

Feifei: Amy A5 5E Al —Le[H A0 L, EEAZ BN 22—, Govern 2
H, .
Helen: People have set ideas of what’s right and what are traditional values.

Feifei: B E N O 7 T o 1] P o/ e M g T Wyl o /s S VP i | R EE NG LR A 2
W5 traditional values.

Helen: Amy also mentioned that British people are quite proud, they pride
themselves on being British.

Feifei: Proud H3t, Hiff; pride H%.L, HZE. SeEARAS, BLHCRERE AN,
Helen: But even small things can easily embarrass British people, they’re not
very brash.
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Feifei: Embarrassed 53 =8, W . A REIR NG L PLLL S SE 154 E A
B, AR, FEAARIREREBH N, brash Mgy, &7, ®il
Mo

Helen: That’'s Amy’s view on what British people are like. Let’s hear from Ben.
Insert

I think people are still concerned for their family and their friends and just trying to
make their lives as good as they can. People work very hard in the UK. I think we
have some of the longest working hours in Europe. And people are working to try
and improve their lives, and to try and improve the lives of the people they love.

Feifei: Ben J& &% b, AR USSR E N S M AGE 2R EALR,  they're
concerned for their family and friends.

Helen: People are doing their best to try to make their life as good as they can.

Feifei: AR A B SAT B, e R TARI R AR . K HRARIE H SR AT
LarH T

Helen: Ben'’s friend Simon has his own take on British life values.
Insert

I think so, | think we bear it, but we also whinge an awful lot about it, but I think,
in a way that is characteristic of us. | think there’s a tendency for other countries
and cultures to perceive us as quite glum and maybe a little bit miserable really.
But our dryness and resilience and stoicness | think is probably what sets us apart
from other nations. And that’s something that | personally am proud of.

Feifei: Simon JEZAETEE AST AT SRS HLHILL,  whinge B AME R4S, X R I E A
FIREIE 2 —

Helen: To moan about life and to whinge about life is one of the characteristics
of Brits according to Simon.

Feifei: BT LME 2 HoAb [ R 9 NSt 50 W NF LA RINASRN glum, BE 217 ek
W4, MUAERE miserable.

Helen: But in fact Brits are not always like that, they’re different to other
nations’ perception. British people have a dry sense of humour, they’re
resilient and stoic.

Feifei: Simon XJ % [E A B EHER =1, Ao [H R A 1T Ek dry sense of
humour & HAb AARETE2UE ) SIAM B AT, &Y )9 resilience,
1M B AR R R 2L stoic.

Helen: Simon is very proud of these characteristics of Brits.

Feifei: FATTIE BEWT 21 FC A 5 B A A3 A ?

Helen: Anthony thinks the number one important thing in life is health.
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Insert

Health, as long as you are healthy, you go out there, you meet people, you enjoy
them and take every moment as it comes.

Feifei: Anthony YRGS R E, A7 TSk, siHlaZ L83, e

to take every moment as it comes.
Helen: For Nicola, family comes first.
Insert

For example, for me, it would be my family, my work, my country, it would be
making sure everyone’s ok. But my family would probably come first, but that
might not be the same for everybody so | can’t really comment for the whole of the
UK. It would be very different.

Feifei: £ Nicola MBS ke, TAEMEZFHMRER . MAZHN -+, it REERHE
% —{ family comes first.

Helen: I think wherever we come from, or whatever nationalities we are, there
are certain life values we share. But we have differences too.

Feifei: e DN ERYIb s B/ S b U RO NG SR VA S DN RN L N S R EE DN
BT T 28 T Mk

Helen: That’s all from us. Please visit our website: www.bbcukchina.com for
more Ask About Britain programmes.

Feifei: FATFRTH TS

Helen: Bye bye.

Glossary

brash ##%, €3 to bear /K32

whinge i4%, W;jW] glum [ ] AR (1)

moan ML, g resilience 3k, &)
stoic X7 humour #42k

proud H%t pride [ %L
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