BBC Learning English — On The Town Ti#&

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Hi there from BBC Learning English. It’s John here with another On the
Town. With me is Oliver.

Hi John.

Today we're in the City of London.

Hang on John, aren’t we always talking about the city of London?

Well, we often speak about London, but not the City of London.

I don’t understand.

Well, when we speak about London generally, we normally talk about
the commercial areas, and the places where the museums are, the
tourist areas and that is quite different from the City of London.

So what is the City of London then?

It’s where you’ll find all the main financial institutions of Britain, the big
banks and the Stock Exchange.

R IR ARG S0 R, the City, FRETLLHRSIFTA /) - 25 & b,
the financial institutions, K#17, the banks, FliFZ#4: 5, the Stock
Exchange.

It's also the oldest part of London, where you can see the ancient
Roman remains of Londinium. That's the name given to the City of
London in Roman times.

1S B Bl X R AS U X S 2 sy 2 —, EXBRAIRZ I /7 remains, 1
LB WIS 2 I Roman Times.

We asked our reporter Flora Winfield to take a look around the City of
London for us.
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I’'m standing beneath the streets of the City of London, in the heart of Roman
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Londinium, in those days, 2,000 years ago to be exact, this was the amphitheatre
where the Romans held their games. Now it lies underneath the medieval Guild
Hall, centre of the government of the modern City of London, known as the
Square Mile. The patterns of that medieval life are still clearly visible in the street
plan of the modern city.

John: So Flora was reporting from beneath the streets of the City of London.

Oliver: Flora was underground, #i~. Flora j&7E 4@l 147 08 K T i e s,
beneath the streets.

John: Flora said that 2,000 years ago the place where she was standing was
used as an amphitheatre.

Oliver:  [[JERI an amphitheatre. X /& %' D N5 M, IR LRI 88 3R 11
If R T A e @, h A TTEBUT, the medieval Guild Hall.

John: Now you heard Flora use a term there to describe the City of London.
Oliver:  What was it?

John: The Square Mile.

Oliver: &)L, FEMBHERIRT S —D2 T “—FIrsER” o XA LA kiR
TE 4k BLTH ) &M LA . The Square Mile.

John: Yes, you're listening to BBC Learning English with me, John.
Oliver: And me, Oliver.

John: Today we’re talking about the City of London. So, we’'ve heard how the
City is the financial area of London, it's also one of the oldest districts
in the wider London area. It's also a place where people live.

Oliver: But not many people.

John: Yes, you are right Oliver, but those who do live there like it very much.
It’'s great in the evenings when all the city bankers have gone home
and the residents have the whole place to themselves.

Oliver: ffiIEAE®RS. MARERE B TERRIT RN the City Bankers, FHRIK G, X
LA JE Rt T AR 2 LU AT TR S i T

John: Here’s Daniel Hodson, who has lived in the city for 40 years, to explain
what living there is like. He also talks about how important he thinks
the City of London is to the rest of Britain.
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People like living in the City. It's a welcoming place. There’s a degree of flexibility.
There’s a realisation that we have something very special, and wanting to
continue it. And | think that in the year that we’re celebrating 20 years after Big
Bang, which was the thing which really moved the city ahead, | think it's
extraordinary to look back and see how in many ways dominant, certainly in the
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European economy, the City of London is, and we are part of that fabric, and we
are symbolic in the way its been able to change.
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So Daniel said people like living in the City, it’s a welcoming place.
What did Daniel say about the Big Bang?

Ah yes, he means the day in 1986 when the London Stock Exchange
was de-regulated. Then it became much easier to buy and sell shares
on the international money markets. Well, we hope you’'ve enjoyed
today’s programme, and if you are in London be sure to visit the City
of London.
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Bye!
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