BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Toilet Manners _EJFT

Helen: Hello. Welcome to BBC Learning English. I’'m Helen.
Li: FHRMFIRKLF.  WlWr 55 [H 7% Ask About Britain, FATI7EX AN H &)

(1A SCHE N SCAL SR A8 TR 1] o

Helen: The good thing about doing this programme is that you never know
what kind of question you might get.

Li: B, AN S 2 52 3] SR AR 1), R4 R K A R W A4 ]
Insert

My name is Zhang Yishi (7 7). I'm studying in Sichuan University for
Nationalities. My question is how can | express politely my wish to go to the toilet?

Thanks a lot.

Helen: Yishi would like to know, when people need to use the toilet, how can
they express this politely and without causing embarrassment?

Li: AT AR S, ) (R ARSI T R B N, ATV AR EREALSII IS A
ORI ?
Helen: Everyone has to use the bathroom every day, so it’'s good to know what

to say or do in these situations.

Li: T AT I — VLT ANl e £ S LA Be ik
Helen: The common ones we use are toilet.

Li: Wi toilet.

Helen: Bathroom.

Li: W= RG] bathroom.

Helen: Lavatory.

Li: k= lavatory.

Helen: Washroom.

Li: Y T-1A washroom.
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Helen: And loo, which is an informal expression for toilet in the UK.

Li: Loo 3 Jul Fr (I8 A% i, 7 0 Rl ARG dkd
Helen: Now let’s hear what British people would say to others to let them know

they need to use the toilet?
Insert
You can just say would you excuse me for one moment? Everything else is unsaid.
I would just say, would you just excuse me for one minute.

I'd just say, excuse me and I'd probably pretend that | had a message on my
phone.

Some people would say, I’'m going to powder my nose, but | think that’s a bit
pretentious and | wouldn’t say that.

Li: B el 112552 Would you excuse me for one moment. k3 22— )L
o XA AR A — )i

Helen: And this young man says:
Insert

You can just say, would you excuse me for one moment? Everything else is unsaid.

Li: HABKIRA L T everything else is unsaid RS . 75— 67 Je 4 i Ab 2
BN T

Insert

I'd just say, excuse me and I'd probably pretend that | had a message on my
phone.

Helen: You can also say, “would you excuse me for one minute”, which is the
same as one moment.

Insert

I would just say would you excuse me for one minute.

Li: WA P W R AR e Lo f%, RBRET LU I’'m going to powder my nose, 7E &
T Bk, BRI E kT

Helen: But she wouldn’t say it herself as she feels it’s a bit pretentious.

Li: Pretentious (g, A HK.

Insert

Some people would say I’'m going to powder my nose, but | think that’s a bit
pretentious and | wouldn’t say that.
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Helen:
Li:

Helen:

Li:

Insert

Now let’s move on to the subject of toilet manners.
Toilet manners? /i f4L4L? | didn’t know they existed.

Well, there are certain things people care about when using washroom
facilities and it’s good to know about them.

For example?

Washing your hands, make sure you wash your hands before and after you go to
the toilet, because of hygiene. Some people forget to wash their hands and that’s
how germs are generated and so forth, and some people these days don't realise

that.
Li:
Helen:
Li:

Helen:

Li:

Helen:

Li:

Insert

AL NPT .
Make sure you wash your hands before and after you use the toilet.
Before and after, [l [ir i Ml 2 & #8245 4 IR T

Hygiene is important, if we don't wash our hands properly, we could be
spreading germs everywhere and causing heath risks.

L7 hygiene, AL TS0 # I A64E, 4 germs.

We all know why it’s important to wash our hands after using the loo,
but not everyone seems to remember to do it.

I never forget this one. &4 HitRm?

In other people’s houses, to leave the bathroom as you found it. If you are a boy,
to pull the seat back down, and flush.

Helen:

Li:

Helen:

Li:

Helen:

Li:

Helen:

That’s Tara. She says we should leave the bathroom as we found it. That
means to keep it clean, clean up any mess we made.

BRSBTS, 5 BT R R i

She also feels that boys or men should pull the toilet seat back down
after they’ve used it.

BEAANTREER, M pridt S toilet seat Fa+ lid JHCE K.
And we should never ever forget to flush the toilet.
X, AR BT flush the toilet.

And if you use public toilets, there’s likely to be a queue.
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Insert

If there is a queue for the toilet, you need to stand there and be patient and just
wait your turn. If it were a case where you're really desperate to go, then you
could ask people would they mind if you skip the queue.

Li: 1EYEE, FFBN queuing JEEFEAR A . KEFAEE TR, — AR A 0454
be patient and wait your turn.

Helen: But if someone is desperate to go to the loo, they can just ask the
others in the queue whether they can go first.

Li: IR SEAEAEAN LT Sl i) ) AR HEBA A2 A ARRA =L — RS Aok
R T IS o

Helen: Don’t skip the queue without asking anyone first, that is considered very
rude.

Li: WAHHFRE rude.

Helen: Right, I think we’ve covered a few key points about toilet manners here.

Li: Very useful. 7y EHIATA RN H 12 T BHEALIIRAL FRA 17722 Tl £ 2210
S T AEFRATTR R i a0 A7 58 22 9 HOR KA LA g T 8

Helen: The website address is www.bbcchina.com.cn.

Li: FATH AT H .

Helen: Sorry, Li, I'm desperate. Would you excuse me for a minute?

Li: Sure, see you in a bit. Go!
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