BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Hi, and welcome to On the Town from BBC Learning English. I'm John.

And I'm Chen Li. 5K, FATELHY A LEACHA 2445 21— LBl (R H SR 5
AT R R R SRR . Private gentlemen’s clubs. What's special

about them John?

Well, these are very old clubs and they’ve been open for more than 100
years. They are usually found in very old and traditional buildings in
central London, and they might have a bar, and quite often they will have

their own library, restaurant, and also bedrooms.

fbATIDT A& K, they are old, fbATI4h 4 B BERCE IR iR SS oit, T8 5 0 46— Nl e,
a bar, —[WEE alibrary, [FIFERTEEG SRR MRS LLRET . So John, why

does London have these clubs?

Good question Li. They date back to the eighteenth century, and they
started life as coffee houses where actors, political leaders, and sometimes
members of the Royal Family would mix together and discuss the latest

news and gossip.
So the clubs have a long history.
Yes, that’s right.

TGRS, EAUEAEER, coffee houses. 4] BT BUZ LA K SCIZ I 32 AW FIAE
REEE—A, RIS URRENFIHL LS.

Today things have changed quite a lot, but the gentlemen’s clubs in

London are still very traditional, and have a very special atmosphere.
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One of the most enchanting things about The Garrick, is that the moment you enter
those doors, one is beguiled by the peace of the place. The club was founded, so the
story goes, so that actors could meet gentlemen, and learn how to behave. Nowadays |
think that the balance has reversed. | think the gentlemen rather like meeting the actors,
and catching some of that glamour.

John: Ronald Harwood, a member of the prestigious Garrick Club in London. Did

you notice there that Ronald said how people are beguiled by the peace of

his club?
Chen Li: Yes, but what does beguiled mean, John?
John: It means to trick.
Chen Li: DIEVNATZ B R B BRI 2%, beguiled BiE UL S0 1, X AMH
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John: Now though, it's the gentlemen who like to learn from the actors!
Chen Li: Yes, they like the glamour. 4 faf AT ok, A8 MIREEE 61 5 L1 fifi A

etk 1 EiE 77, OK John, what else can you tell me about the
atmosphere in these clubs? A ikFATRIT VT B 2 (1) S X P E AR S B0 A 41
e

John: Here's Arthur Garret, a member of a club called The National Liberal Club.

He starts by talking about relics,

Chen Li: P s Ui UG CAS
John: And the smoking room.
Chen Li: WA=
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Clubs have got what | would call relics. For example there are paintings and things like
this of famous members. In the Liberal Club for example, there’s that well-known
renegade Winston Churchill who stands in the hall — because in better times he was a
liberal. I remember when | used to go along with my father, there were certain chairs in
the smoking room that certain people did sit in. They'd sat in them for forty years and so
on, and this was considered to be their right. | don’t think this exists anymore. | don’t
see any trace of it in the clubs I'm a member of.
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Wow! John, it seems to me that these clubs are from another world. iX£&{E
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Yes, well that’s what a lot of people say. We might say they are from a
bygone age — as if they are from another time in history, but have

somehow kept their old-fashioned traditions alive.

They are from a bygone age. &[], XEHRIEIER %, old fashioned, fti]
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Here’s Basil Boothroyd, he’s a member of The Savage club.
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All kings have been honorary members. Prince Philip of course is a member, and comes
along from time to time.
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So Li, if you want to meet influential people, a private London club is the
place for you to join! Thanks for coming in to chat about these clubs. Bye

for now.

Chen Li: Bye!
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