BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Double-decker Buses #3HIXNEE+

Andrea: They’re iconic.

Jean: Iconic A RAERE Y.

Andrea: As well as practical.

Jean: e, BHNBERIEM 2 E.

Andrea: They’re the famous double-decker buses! Hello. I'm Andrea.
Jean: KFEUF, Pt HAE.

Andrea: We’'ve had a question from Livia Zhang in Chengdu who wants to

know why London is famous for its double-decker buses.

Jean: 4, 4TI E,  RATE TERYT TS IE I i 10 T K David

Bownes.

Insert

Double-decker buses are synonymous with England and with Britain more
generally. They don’t really exist anywhere else in the world except where London
buses have been sent out, often as part of goodwill tours of the United States and
other countries as well. The first very successful and practical London double-
decker was introduced in about 1910.

Andrea: David says that double-decker buses are synonymous with England
and Britain.
Jean: Synonymous [a] i (). A7 He i 210 [ f BACGRTE R edn, 185 4r

il BOMHL, RIS L 5

Andrea: Not only are they synonymous with London but they don’t exist
anywhere else in the world. You can’t find them in any other city.

Jean: R, XEAR RIS A 12817 goodwill tours AU 8 IR iz K
FA e ERE.
Andrea: It was in 1910 that the very first one appeared on the streets of

London. Gosh, they’ve been around for quite some time!
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Jean: MEZEAH, BEEAZEKE L BSOS BN BB G T, A
AT YA T — L g

Insert

One period where they did appear on the Continent was during the First World
War, when London red double-decker buses were sent out to ferry the troops to
and from the railheads to the trenches.

Andrea: They could be found on the Continent or in Europe during the First
World War. They were used to ferry the troops.

Jean: Ferry th5 A2l T Bk = 8. To ferry people 24k A.

Andrea: So red double-deckers have a very long and interesting history.

Jean: AT A2 B LLn fif Routemaster [FIIXFRE ZO0 2 M BL7E BT At T
Wg ?

Andrea: Yes, Routemasters are no longer found in London. You used to be

able to hop on and hop off them all over the city.

Insert

The Routemaster isn’t a very convenient bus if you have a buggy or if you are
physically impaired, physically disabled — because it’s quite a difficult bus to get
on and off. There’s limited space, it requires a two-man operation and also the
fleet is very old.

Andrea: Did you manage to hear all the disadvantages?

Jean: Yes, I did Andrea. 1556, WARIRHE T 4, JRHBIEMOX R
Routemaster Xz M1,

Andrea: They’re also not good for people who are disabled, because you

have to hop on and off quite quickly. David also says that there is
limited space inside them. They are quite small inside.

Jean: 1M - EZEA A TAEANRTES L they require a two-person
operation. —JE—MNFEM AN, 7 — kb EAG — M SRR E R .

Andrea: And lots of people like to dodge the fares.

Jean: e, A NERIESE,

Andrea: And finally David explains that the Routemaster buses were very

old. A group of buses are referred to as a fleet of buses.

Jean: At AT 4% R E 301 Routemasters BUE LU SEA /A6 iy sk 4o
ToﬂTWﬂméiﬂ&%ﬁﬂFEi,TTE%TEE@MEMT

Andrea: What a shame because they’ve appeared in so many films!
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Insert

The Routemaster, a bit like a Tube station, is often used to place in films. If
James Bond or Bourne wants to be seen as being in London, there’s often a red
bus that goes by. And they appear in films like Spice World, and there was
recently that modified blue version of the Routemaster in the Harry Potter film.

Jean: David £3 AN, AR 2 HL5E LA R X FO0UZ K R AR BT B 2
FEACE, 1R €007) AN (BSLEE) XL A EAC R Bk BLAHT IR K
B, N FEHRE R

Andrea: Long live the double-decker bus! Until the next time, it's goodbye
from both of us at BBC Learning English. Bye!

Jean: Bye!

Glossary
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