BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Take Stock, Size Up and Scrutinise  =AMEHREA4A

Feifei: REA, WIEWr (RiFZD TH, BABEIEIE. SRXNMWERHT Albert, |
T FRAT T SR T I At P i) 22

Insert

Albert: Hello, I'm Albert. I have a question about three words. The first word is take
stock, the second is size up, the third is scrutinize. 1 don’t know the words’ difference. So
would you like to tell me about these words’ explanation?

Feifei: Albert #847i& take stock, size up & scrutinize X — AN AL i sh i 1A 411
X 5214 . Well here to help us answer this question is my colleague
William Kremer. Hi William.

William: Hiya Feifei.
Feifei: So take stock, size up and scrutinize. What’s the difference?
William: Well, they have similar meanings but they are different. But let’s just start

by looking at these three verbs. Which one do you think is the odd one out,
Feifei? Which one looks different?

Feifei: Umm, to scrutinise?

William: Uh-huh. And why’s that?

Feifei: I JUANTERE R A scrutinise s, 1 HA R AR A2 1A Tl 4L PR ) 4
William: That’s right, the other examples are phrasal verbs. What does that tell you,

the fact that they’re phrasal verbs?
Feifei: EANFRIEAKITGEE, A RMANIEA scrutinise HIEANE?

William: That’s right. They’re less formal than to scrutinise and that is perhaps the
first difference, but all three verbs are very useful. Now, there is something
easy that people can do when they have similar words like these ones and
they want to know what the difference is between them. And that is to look
on the internet and try to find some examples of the words in use.

Feifei: ) FH DX 285 ' 5 <3 o] (AR FH i
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Right, and I've just searched the BBC website to find some real life
examples of these phrases. So, let’s start off with to scrutinise. And this
first example says “Jury told to scrutinise interviews”.

A jury [, B k41 Jury told to scrutinise interviews, so it means [
B I AT 2 scrutinise interviews, S JC I Z A O3 0] 3% Y A

And if we look a little bit further in the article, it says “The jury in the trial
has been told to examine the defendants' police statements closely.” And

that’s what to scrutinise means, it means to examine something closely or
carefully.

To examine something carefully 17411 & —{F ek &5,

So if you scrutinise something that usually means you do more than just
think about it — you look at something closely. So for example, if you apply
for a job Feifei, | will scrutinise your application, | will look very carefully at
your application. And in the interview I will scrutinise you. | will ask you
questions and try to work out if you'’re being honest.

W HE AN TAE, 4 William 54 scrutinise IR HIEGERIERK . 2 JEHRAH
RS EmRT T scrutinise K, HEHRIGALEA LHE,

And in an interview | will also try to size you up, to size you up.
-t ARG E R RR S ] ?

Er, no. It just means I'll try to work out what kind of a person you are,
your abilities, your personality. I'll try to form a judgment about you.

To form a judgment about someone X3 A PER A1 34

Yeah, if we size someone up, we don’t know them but we try to get a
general idea of what they’re like. And it’s perhaps not as serious a process
as scrutinising someone. Now, here’s another interesting story from the
BBC website. It’s all about people who meet boyfriends or girlfriends by
playing games on the internet. Can you read this paragraph, Feifei?

Yeah. “People play games for many reasons, but increasing numbers are
finding that they are a great way to size up potential partners.” J{ERZ A
EM BB Lk sz /2 b T sizing up potential partners s E Ui T8, HHE
A BABANITT e BATAFXZ NN A CL S804 William.

I’m not sure about it either!

MIATEAE N TTLL size up N, TIANEE size up AKRiGHE?

No, we can size anything up. So imagine, Feifei, that you get your job and
now I’'m your boss and | give you quite a tricky project. And then | ask you

how much time and how much money you will need to do your project.
And you will have to size up your project in order to tell me what you need.
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BATAT AR TP — I TAE 2 /7, S XA FAE T size up VAL, G BATTHE ZA%
FIUER AL 2 L% . Ok, so what about the last phrase Albert asked
about — to take stock?

To take stock. Well one meaning of ‘stock’ is the things available for sale in
a shop.

Ok in Chinese we would say JF#ff.

So stocktaking means counting all the things you have left to sell in your
shop.

Stocktaking 4k SCERAR 2 F G LR AP i, (HJE take stock SEAt A Ee?

Well, it’s a verb which we use to describe looking at processes or situations,
not people. And here’s a story from the BBC called “The UK’s new workers
take stock”. Take a look at this, Feifei.

[looking at article] iXfHIE Ui H A —2E KRR E Z AR S, T B 7 X S8 [ 5K
) BN DE [ 3k T4, iXiEE “A year on, we find out whether their hopes
have been fulfilled” —#id /5, RAVEFH XL M IEEZT N .

So, a year after these people arrived, the article is finding out if their lives
have improved. So if you take stock of something you look back at a
process over time, or maybe you just stop for a moment and review a
situation.

Take stock BEATPHAN, M AIWTE H R R Sk B ARG IR, BERFIR 2PN
MR M — AT H

Exactly. And now it’s time for us to take stock. So let’s go back to the
example | mentioned before. I know it’s painful Feifei but imagine I'm your
boss and I give you a difficult project to do, so what do you do first?

RE T —IUESS, KA | size it up HIT# 22 KIN RS A # 244 R/ 00 A4 e e it
55 .

And in order to size the project up, you need to examine lots of documents
very closely, very carefully. And what can we call that?

Scrutiny. %4 size the project up T HEFT LA4F40 4 5K &= A to scrutinise
all the information.

And then let’s say that six months later | want to know if the project is
going well and if it’s going to be a success. So what do | do then?

NN A Z G AR RRENE X I AR & S WA T, AN IH 2 TRTE, well of
course | am! XIiR#t4: take stock of the project.

That’s right, well done! And by the way do you notice a difference in the
way we use those two phrasal verbs, Feifei?
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Feifei: FERBT, BATTLIC to size up XA SITHEH, L7t to size someone
up; AidAIIAREY to take something stock, HfEii take stock of
something.

William: Exactly, that’s right! Thanks Albert for your question. I do hope we’ve
helped clarify these three words.

Insert

Albert: Thank you very much. Bye bye.

Feifei: A FIZAN ) ] AR AF ! an SR AT ATAR] S D2 3 T (P SEME,  #B] LURHRAF45 3%
113 questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. 4 H 1R 128 il f R 1 1)

William: LY

Feifei: LY

B|B[C]

R (AT

bbcukchina.com



mailto:questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

